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The material contained in this presentation is the work of expert(s) selected by the 
Program Committee of SCHC and is intended solely for the purpose of professional 
development and continuing education. Material in an SCHC-sponsored 
presentation does not constitute a recommendation or endorsement of any kind. 
This material is believed to accurately represent current regulatory requirements 
and industry standards for hazard communication. However, SCHC cannot 
guarantee the accuracy or completeness of this information. Users are responsible 
for determining the suitability and appropriateness of these materials for any 
particular application.

Intellectual Property Statement
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• Workplace Hazardous Materials Information System 
(WHMIS) Recap

• Hazardous Products Regulations (HPR) amendments 
update

• Hazardous Materials Information Review Act 
(HMIRA) modernization update

• Upcoming Initiatives

Overview
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• WHMIS is Canada's national hazard communication standard for hazardous 
products that are sold in or imported into Canada, and that are intended for 
use, handling or storage in Canadian workplaces

• WHMIS is implemented through coordinated federal, provincial and territorial 
legislation 

• Health Canada administers the Hazardous Products Act (HPA) and the 
associated HPR, which set the WHMIS supplier requirements, including the 
label, Safety Data Sheets (SDS) and product exclusions

• The HMIRA and the Hazardous Materials Information Review Regulations 
(HMIRR) provide a mechanism to protect confidential business information 
(CBI)

WHMIS Recap
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HPR amendments to align with the 7th edition of the GHS

December 2020 

Published proposed 
amendments in Canada 

Gazette, Part I

Spring 2021 

Reviewed 
stakeholders 

comments and 
finalized proposal

Fall 2021 – Spring 2022

Additional consultation with 
stakeholders on potential 

variances

2021 - 2022

Worked with the 
U.S. to address 
potential new 

variances

Spring -
Summer 2022

Development of 
the Canada 

Gazette, Part II 
regulatory 

submission

December 
2022

Targeted final 
publication in 
the Canada 

Gazette, Part 
II, and start of 

transition 
period

Health Canada has worked closely with the U.S. to reduce impacts caused by 
potential variances in amendments proposed by both jurisdictions.
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HMIRA modernization update
 New innovative and automated processes

 Improved CBI claims process
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New innovative and automated processes

Health Canada has developed new tools 
to support a modernized HMIRA program.

List of claims for exemption 
under the Hazardous Materials 

Information Review Act

Transparent, user-friendly format for 
claimants and product end-users

Link: https://matieres-
dangereuses.canada.ca/en/claims

New online application form 
for CBI claims

Easier, streamlined CBI claims 
application process

https://healthycanadians.gc.ca/apps/rad
ar/HPP-PPD-0001.08.html
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Improved CBI claims process

Claim validity determinations

We now issue claim validity 
determinations separately from those 

for compliance verification

Validity determinations are more 
predictable and timely

More timely decisions 
will better protect 

workers and 
reduce their risk 

 

SDS and label compliance 
verification

We are using a risk-based approach to 
prioritize which products to assess for 

SDS and label compliance 

The focus is on products with greater 
potential risks to worker health and 

safety, maximizing the impact of 
compliance reviews 

Compliance verification is 
undertaken in full on selected SDSs 

and labels

Claimants remain responsible for ensuring their SDSs and labels are compliant. 
Compliance and enforcement action will be taken, as appropriate , where

non-compliances are identified.
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New and Upcoming Initiatives
 New HPA compliance promotion & outreach tools

 Consumer product exclusion

Further 
improve 

regulatory 
framework

New 
education 

tools

Better 
protection 
of worker 
health & 
safety
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New and Upcoming initiatives

Hazardous Substance Assessments (HSA)
Support SDS and label compliance for hazardous products in Canada

The HSA page on Canada.ca will be updated as new HSAs are published

Consumer Product Exclusion under the HPA
Further consultations expected in late 2022

Product Label Comparison Tool
Hazardous product and consumer product label comparison

Posted on the WHMIS.org website 

HPR Technical Decision Trees
In collaboration with the Canadian Centre for Occupational Health and Safety

Will be posted on the WHMIS.org website by March 2023
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Product Label Comparison Tool - Sample
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Product Label Comparison Tool - Sample
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Product Label Comparison Tool - Sample



• New educational logic models, called Technical Decision Trees, 
will help suppliers visualize how to classify the hazards of products

• The trees take suppliers through health hazard classes (Subparts 1-12 
of Part 8 of the Hazardous Products Regulations (HPR)) to demonstrate 
key classification steps, following the order of classification provisions

• Not exhaustive of all classification requirements, do not cover all 
relevant HC guidance and are not meant to replace nor add to the 
requirements of the HPA or HPR

– For further information on interpreting classification requirements of 
the HPR, users should also refer to the Technical Guidance

• Developed in collaboration with the Canadian Centre for Occupational 
Health and Safety for posting on the WHMIS.org website and will be 
updated following each HPR amendment

Technical Decision Trees



Technical Decision Trees - Sample

Click to add text
Click to add text
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Technical Decision Trees - Sample



Technical Decision Trees - Sample
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Technical Decision Trees - Walkthrough
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Technical Decision Trees - Walkthrough
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• Publication of HSAs on Canada.ca, supporting the creation of compliant SDSs and labels for 
workplace hazardous products imported into and sold in Canada

• HSAs contain periodically updated information on how we would assess and classify a given 
substance. However, for product compliance reviews, we may arrive at a different classification, 
by virtue of new data, supplier-provided study, or evolving science.

• Substance selection will be prioritized based on multiple sources of information (for example, 
substances most frequently used in hazardous products or classified as CMRR)

– List of 'Top 100 substances by frequency' identified through review of ~25,000 Canadian 
SDS by third party

• The program plans to publish a minimum of 5 Hazardous Substance Assessments (HSAs) per 
year to provide helpful information to industry, with the next batch planned for publication by 
March 2023

• Suppliers remain responsible for the accuracy of the labels/SDSs of their hazardous products, 
including those containing HSA substances

Hazardous Substance Assessments (HSA)



Hazardous Substance Assessment - Example
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Hazardous Substance Assessment - Example
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Hazardous Substance Assessment - Example
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For general inquiries please contact:

whmis-simdut@hc-sc.gc.ca

Thank you!

Any questions?
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