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Abstract
In addition to Federal regulatory requirements, there are also State regulations that must be considered for product compliance. As an example, in July 2023, Washington state adopted Chapter 173-337 WAC — Safer Products Restrictions and Reporting to which manufacturers, distributors, and retailers must comply. This regulation is intended to protect 
sensitive populations and creating a pathway to keep harmful chemicals out of the environment by reducing the use of chemicals of concern to Washington State in consumer products. Through this regulation, Washington can restrict or eliminate certain chemicals when it determines that safer alternatives are available. In the first cycle, Washington identified 
five priority chemicals used in specific priority consumer products that are now restricted or require reporting as of 2025. This policy authorizes the State’s Department of Ecology to regulate chemicals in consumer products in 5-year cycles. Washington is currently in Cycle 1.5, phase 4 rulemaking to adopt restrictions and reporting requirements related to the 
intentional use PFAS and Cycle 2, phase 3 determination of regulatory actions for additional chemical classes and priority products. Washington’s cyclical process of identifying chemicals in products is a regulatory framework that has not been seen or utilized by other states. Understanding and engaging with this evolving framework is essential for continuing 
regulatory compliance, commitments to human and environmental health.
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Cycle 1 Cycle 1.5: PFAS

Aimed to reduce exposure to priority chemicals in consumer products, the  Pollution Prevention for 
Healthy People and Puget Sound Act passed in 2018 and enacted in 2019 established a process for 
the Washington State Department of Ecology (DOE) to identify and regulate chemicals in five-year 
cycles. 

“Every five years, and consistent with the timeline established…the department, in 
consultation with the department of health, must determine regulatory actions to 
increase transparency and to reduce the use of priority chemicals in priority consumer 
products.”

Department of Ecology announced Safer Products for Washington Cycle 1.5 Rulemaking in Dec. 
2023 to revise the Safer Products Restrictions and Reporting Rule aiming to reduce PFAS in 
consumer products.

Two year fast track cycle began Dec. 2023 ending Dec. 2025

State Program / Statute Product Scope Chemical Review / 
Update Cycle Regulatory Authority

Washington

Safer Products for 
Washington (2019 
Pollution Prevention for 
Healthy People & Puget 
Sound Act)

Broad consumer 
products (not just 
children’s products)

Every 5 
years (mandated)

Department of Ecology identifies priority 
chemicals, restricts, requires safer alternatives

Oregon Toxic-Free Kids 
Act (2015)

Children’s products
Every 3 years list 
reviewed

Oregon Health Authority can require 
manufacturers to phase out chemicals or 
substitute

Vermont
Chemicals of High 
Concern to 
Children (2014 law)

Children’s products
Every 2 years review 
and update

Department of Health reviews, requires 
reporting, and may regulate

Maine
Toxic Chemicals in 
Children’s Products law 
(2008, amended)

Children’s products

No fixed cycle, 
updated as needed 
(state can designate 
new "priority 
chemicals")

DEP can require reporting and restrict sales or 
mandate substitution

California

Safer Consumer 
Products (Green 
Chemistry Initiative, 
2008)

Broad consumer 
products, prioritized by 
risk

Continuous, not fixed 
cycle

DTSC identifies “priority products” and chemical 
alternatives assessments required

Washington is the first state to explicitly structure an ongoing, mandated five-year regulatory cycle for chemicals in 
products addressing broader categories (not limited to children’s products). Other states primarily target children’s 
products or use ongoing regulatory processes without a mandated recurring schedule. Other states with similar 
(though not identical) chemical review and product safety programs include Maine, Oregon, Vermont, California, and 
New York. Washington’s mandatory five-year cycle is unique, but Oregon’s 3-year and Vermont’s 2-year reviews are 
the closest in structure.

Cycle 2

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-337
https://ecology.wa.gov/waste-toxics/reducing-toxic-chemicals/washingtons-toxics-in-products-laws/safer-products
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