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Abstract

In addition to Federal regulatory requirements, there are also State regulations that must be considered for product compliance. As an example, in July 2023, Washington state adopted Chapter 173-337 WAC — Safer Products Restrictions and Reporting to which manufacturers, distributors, and retailers must comply. This regulation is intended to protect
sensitive populations and creating a pathway to keep harmful chemicals out of the environment by reducing the use of chemicals of concern to Washington State in consumer products. Through this regulation, Washington can restrict or eliminate certain chemicals when it determines that safer alternatives are available. In the first cycle, Washington identified
five priority chemicals used in specific priority consumer products that are now restricted or require reporting as of 2025. This policy authorizes the State’s Department of Ecology to regulate chemicals in consumer products in 5-year cycles. Washington is currently in Cycle 1.5, phase 4 rulemaking to adopt restrictions and reporting requirements related to the
intentional use PFAS and Cycle 2, phase 3 determination of regulatory actions for additional chemical classes and priority products. Washington'’s cyclical process of identifying chemicals in products is a regulatory framework that has not been seen or utilized by other states. Understanding and engaging with this evolving framework is essential for continuing
regulatory compliance, commitments to human and environmental health.

Washington is the first state to explicitly structure an ongoing, mandated five-year regulatory cycle for chemicals in
products addressing broader categories (not limited to children’s products). Other states primarily target children’s
products or use ongoing regulatory processes without a mandated recurring schedule. Other states with similar
(though not identical) chemical review and product safety programs include Maine, Oregon, Vermont, California, and
New York. Washington’s mandatory five-year cycle is unique, but Oregon’s 3-year and Vermont's 2-year reviews are
the closest in structure.
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Aimed to reduce exposure to priority chemicals in consumer products, the Pollution Prevention for
Healthy People and Puget Sound Act passed in 2018 and enacted in 2019 established a process for
the Washington State Department of Ecology (DOE) to identify and regulate chemicals in five-year
cycles.

“Every five years, and consistent with the timeline established...the department, in
consultation with the department of health, must determine regulatory actions to
increase transparency and to reduce the use of priority chemicals in priority consumer
products.”
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_ Department of Ecology announced Safer Products for Washington Cycle 1.5 Rulemaking in Dec.

PEAS Aftermarket stsin- and water- | Restriction | Jan.1,2025 | Restrict intantionally added PFAS 2023 to revise the Safer Products Restrictions and Reporting Rule aiming to reduce PFAS in
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Ortho-phthalates Fragrances in beauty products Restriction Jan. 1, 2025  Restrict intentionally added ortho- Dec. 2025 Rule effective date -
and personal care products phthalates chemicals prod regulatory rulemaking
Ortho-phthalates Vinyl flooring Restriction  Jan. 1, 2025 R:?—.trift greater than 1000 ppm ortho- Winter 2026 Restrictions in the adopted rule take effect no sooner than one actions
thalates , . ,
P year after adoption, in accordance with Chapter 70A.350 RCW &. June 2024 June 2025 June 2027 June 2028
Organohalogen flame Electric and electronic products Restriction Jan. 1, 2025  Restrict intentionally added
retardants with plastic external enclosures, Jan. 1. 2027 organohalogen flame retardants Priority consumer product Priority chemical/chemical class
intended for indoor use - , ,
Jan. 1, 2028" The proposed rule restricts the intentional use of PFAS in: 6PPD (N-(1,3-dimethylbutyl)-N'-phenyl-p-
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called PF
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recreational padding made from Jan. 1, 2024  retardants by Jan. 31, 2025 ‘ ‘ _ , Cosmetics referred to as cCVMS)
polyurethane foam? polyurethane foam The proposed rule also requires manufacturers to report the intentional use of PFAS in:
e Organohalogen flame retardants (commonly
Flame retardants in Other recreational products Restriction Jan. 1, 2025 Restrict intentionally added flame * Apparel for extreme and extended use. referred to as OFRs)
recreational made from polyurethane foam retardants e Footwear. Cadmium and cadmium compounds
polyurethane foam? _ Jewelry and accessories and
Alkylphenol Laundry detergent Restriction Jan. 1, 2025  Restrict greater than 1000 ppm * Gear for recreation and travel. Lead and lead compounds
ethoxylates alkylphenol ethoxylates e Automotive waxes. Nail products Be;zene, EthTI binzene, tOh.-IrEﬂE, artle xylene
Bisphenols Drink cans Restriction = Jan. 1, 2025 | Restrict bisphenol epoxy can liners ‘ Kitch i substances (also known as BTEX) substances
) _ _ _ _ ¢ Cookware and kitchen supplies. Alkylphenol ethoxylates (sometimes referred to
Bisphenols Food cans Reporting Start tracking ~ Report bisphenol epoxy can liners by o ) ‘ as APEs)
Jan. 1, 2024 Jan. 31, 2025 . Flreﬂghtmg personal protective equipment. Architectural paints =
Bisphenols Thermal paper Restriction Jan. 1, 2026 Restrict intentionally added bisphenols e Floor waxes and polishes. PFAS
e Hard surface sealers. Plastic packaging Organobromine or organochlorine substances
. Sealants, caulks, and adhesives Ortho-phthalates
* Skiwaxes. Solid deodorizers Organobromine or organochlorine substances
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