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Presentation abstract
The Globally Harmonized System for the Classification of Chemicals (GHS) was developed based on the premise of
harmonizing existing system for the classification and labeling of chemicals. It is not a model regulation and cannot
be adopted by countries as regulatory text. Competent authorities must view the GHS Purple Book as a framework
that contains a series of building blocks (e.g., hazard classes and categories, classification criteria, label and SDS
hazard communication elements) that can be implemented into existing regulatory schemes, as appropriate, to meet
the needs of the target audience. In this presentation, we will look at the implementation of GHS, primarily in
regulations that cover work places, with a view towards determining if the original anticipated concepts for
implementation are being realized.

