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OSHA Issues Proposed Rule on Beryllium Standard
OSHA announced on June 23, 2017 a Proposed Rule that would modify its standard
on occupational exposure to beryllium that was published on January 9, 2017. That rule
consisted of three separate standards: one for general industry, one for construction, and one
for shipyards. Representatives of the shipyards and construction industries raised concerns that
they had not had a meaningful opportunity to comment on the application of the rule to their
industries when the rule was developed in 2015-16. This proposal provides a new opportunity
to comment on the rule for those industries and the public. The new proposal would make
changes to the rule only for the shipyard and construction sectors. The general industry
standard is unaffected by the proposal. OSHA will not enforce the construction and shipyard
standards without further notice while determining whether to amend those standards.
A Public Inspection Version of the proposed rule is now available. The proposed rule will
be published in the Federal Register on June 27, 2017. OSHA encourages the public to
participate in this rulemaking by submitting comments during the 60-day comment period.

EPA
EPA Marks Chemical Safety Milestone on 1st Anniversary of Lautenberg
Chemical Safety Act
Agency Meeting Statutory Responsibilities and Deadlines
WASHINGTON – (June 22, 2017) Today, on the one-year anniversary of the Frank R.
Lautenberg Chemical Safety for the 21st Century Act, Administrator Scott Pruitt announced that
EPA has met its first-year statutory responsibilities under the law. This includes issuing three new
rules, providing a guidance document for external parties, and releasing the scoping documents
for the first 10 risk evaluations that will be conducted. “The activities we are announcing today
demonstrate this Administration’s commitment to providing regulatory certainty to American
businesses, while protecting human health and the environment,” said Administrator Pruitt.
“The new process for evaluating existing chemicals outlined in these rules will increase public
confidence in chemical safety without stifling innovation.”
EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt signs new TSCA rules surrounded by staff from EPA’s Office
of Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention.
The Act amends the nation’s primary chemicals management law known as the Toxic
Substances Control Act (TSCA). The legislation received bipartisan support in the U.S.
House of Representatives and the Senate, and provides significant new responsibilities
and authorities to EPA to advance chemical safety. EPA has completed the following
implementation activities at this one-year anniversary:
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Finalized a rule to establish EPA’s process and criteria for identifying high priority chemicals for risk
evaluation and low priority chemicals for which risk evaluation is not needed. In response to public
comments, this final rule affirms EPA’s commitment to following the best available science, engaging
stakeholders in the prioritization process, and recognizing the value of designating chemicals as low
priority when appropriate. Read more Here.
Finalized a rule to establish EPA’s process for evaluating high priority chemicals to determine whether
or not they present an unreasonable risk to health or the environment. In response to public comments,
this final rule clearly defines important scientific terms to ensure transparency and confidence in the risk
evaluation process while retaining flexibility to allow for new scientific approaches to be incorporated
as they are developed. Additionally, the final rule clarifies EPA’s authority to determine what uses of a
chemical are appropriate for risk evaluation, ensuring that the Agency’s resources are focused on those
uses that may pose the greatest risk. Read more Here.
Finalized a rule to require industry reporting of chemicals manufactured or processed in the U.S. over
the past 10 years. This reporting will be used to identify which chemical substances on the TSCA
Inventory are active in U.S. commerce and will help inform the chemicals EPA prioritizes for risk
evaluation. In response to public comments, EPA streamlined the reporting requirements for manufacturers
and processors in the final rule to help reduce regulatory burden. Read more Here.
Released scope documents for the initial ten chemicals for risk evaluation under the amended law.
These documents identify what uses of the chemicals will be evaluated and how the evaluation will be
conducted. Read more Here.
Released guidance for external parties interested in submitting draft risk evaluations to the EPA for
consideration. Read more Here.
This past year has been marked by many EPA accomplishments to implement the amended law. More
information on EPA’s progress to date and a full list of all the TSCA implementation activities can be
found Here.

MISC.
Turkey Adopts REACH-like law
Turkish REACH (KKDİK) was published in the Turkish official gazette in June 23th, it will come into
effect on 23 December 2017. Please see the official text (in Turkish) in the link Here.
Taiwan Drafts Amendment to TCSCA
Read article Here.
The materials in SCHC’s web site/newsletter are provided “as
is”. SCHC makes no warranties, expressed or implied, and
hereby disclaims and negates all other warranties, including without
limitation, implied warranties or conditions of merchantability, fitness
for a particular purpose, or non-infringement of intellectual property
or other violation of rights. Further, SCHC does not warrant or
make any representations concerning the accuracy, likely results,
or reliability of the use of the materials on its Internet web site/
newsletter or otherwise relating to such materials or on any
sites linked to the site/newsletter.

The SCHC Newsletter is a monthly publication of the Society for Chemical Hazard Communication.
SCHC Members are encouraged to submit a title or short statement on any topic in the
HazCom field along with a link to: design@m2columbus.com
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